
Mapping Inequality in Charlotte
Historic Policies that Shaped Charlotte’s Neighborhoods



• Past Practices 
• Housing Discrimination
• Urban Renewal  

• Current Conditions
• Demographics
• Public Transit Access

• The Way Forward
• 2040 Comprehensive Plan
• Unified Development Ordinance (UDO)

Presentation Overview



1935 Redlining



Urban Renewal of Center City



Second Street just prior to “Urban 
Renewal”
Queen City Drug Store & Afro-American 
Mutual Building



Title
Brooklyn included 
middle-class homes and 
rental homes for working 
families



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Self Explanatory map showing pockets where the majority of non-white residents lived.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I-85 relation to where it was constructed.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Racial distribution in 1980 shows where non-white people are locating. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
More evident picture as to where the highways are constructed is where the pockets of minorities live.



Urban Renewal Development of I-277

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maps show deliberate plans to build I-277 right over historic AA neighborhoods.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Current racial distribution



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Full network of highway connectivity





Present

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Real life effects of where people living and the distribution of that creating differences in education attainment and Median household income.



Present

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Real life effects of where people living and the distribution of that creating differences in poverty and age of death.





Future

• 2040 Comprehensive  Plan
• Housing Location Policy Tool
• Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) 
• Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS) 2030 Plan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mention promising facts like population increase and how policies are promoting upward mobility.



• Density bonus for affordable housing  along Lynx Blue Stations
• Rewriting existing zoning ordinance 





• First Comprehensive Plan since 1975

• Focused on Authentic and Equitable Participation

• X number of meetings undertaken

• Creates an Integrated Framework for Growth, 
Development and Community Design

• Highly focused on Interwoven Equity for the next 20 
years



• Evaluates Proposed developments to ensure 
access to Amenities 

• Incorporates existing demographic and socio-
economic data to inform location of new affordable 
housing 



Thank You

Charlotte Planning Design and Development
Decision, Analytics, and Research Team (DART)

Providence Adu : Providence.Adu@charlottenc.gov
Yorknek Romero : Yorknek.Romero@charlottenc.gov
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