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Agenda
1. Why do we need 

Census data?

2. What’s wrong with 
using Census.gov?

3. What can make 
Census Data 
analysis easier?

Send Message                     …

X

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We wanted to poke fun at ourselves a little bit – we’re sandwiched between these awesome topics so we’re guessing Census Data is not the attraction – if it was us sitting in your seats we’d probably pull out our phones about now to check Instagram or something … so we’re going to lay out our main points in 3 quick “instagram” stories followed by a competition
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Episode 1: 
Why do we 

need Census 
data?

X

Send Message                     …

X

Send Message                     …

existing 
conditions 
analysis

X

Send Message                     …

X

Send Message                     …

Bike/Ped 
Infrastructure

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Discussion points – 

Tell anecdote – THIS COUULD BE BROKEN UP INTO MULTIPLE SLIDES WITH A SERIES OF IMAGES, SUCH AS TARGET,  PREGNANCY, AND THEN BIKE/PED INFRASTRUCTURE

“My daughter got this in the mail!” he said. “She’s still in high school, and you’re sending her coupons for baby clothes and cribs? Are you trying to encourage her to get pregnant?”
The manager didn’t have any idea what the man was talking about. He looked at the mailer. Sure enough, it was addressed to the man’s daughter and contained advertisements for maternity clothing, nursery furniture and pictures of smiling infants. The manager apologized and then called a few days later to apologize again.
(Nice customer service, Target.)
On the phone, though, the father was somewhat abashed. “I had a talk with my daughter,” he said. “It turns out there’s been some activities in my house I haven’t been completely aware of. She’s due in August. I owe you an apology.”


[Pole] ran test after test, analyzing the data, and before long some useful patterns emerged. Lotions, for example. Lots of people buy lotion, but one of Pole’s colleagues noticed that women on the baby registry were buying larger quantities of unscented lotion around the beginning of their second trimester. Another analyst noted that sometime in the first 20 weeks, pregnant women loaded up on supplements like calcium, magnesium and zinc. Many shoppers purchase soap and cotton balls, but when someone suddenly starts buying lots of scent-free soap and extra-big bags of cotton balls, in addition to hand sanitizers and washcloths, it signals they could be getting close to their delivery date.

If Target knows when someone is pregnant, planners should be able to tell a community’s needs for infrastructure, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, etc.



“
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Episode 2: 
What’s wrong 

with using 
census.gov? 

X

Send Message                     …

X

Send Message                     …

X

Send Message                     …

X

Send Message                     …

Who has the 
data has the 

power
-Tim O’Reilly

“

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Advanced search functions can be cumbersome
Data often available from multiple sources
Difficult to download data for multiple block groups
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Episode 3: 
What can 

make Census 
data easier?

X

Send Message                     …

X

Send Message                     …

Demographic 
Snapshot 
Tool to the 
rescue!!!

X

Send Message                     …

X

Send Message                     …

Bike/Ped 
Infrastructure

streamlined.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Created a GIS tool to simplify the process
Identified commonly used demographics
Developed corresponding excel workbook

Streamlines the data into the format needed
Creates consistency for reporting

Includes following datasets
2000 decennial data
2010 decennial data
Last 5 years of ACS data available
Created two versions
Complete data 
Streamlined data


Includes most commonly used tables
Scalable to your study area size
Links to GIS database, reducing errors
Sources are automatically provided
Auto-calculates fields

Provide high level summaries of the datasets
Detailed lists of all available datasets
Census table numbers
Data dictionary
Applicable geographies
Step by step instructions
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GAME 
TIME

!!!
Send Message                     …

X

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We wanted to poke fun at ourselves a little bit – we’re sandwiched between these awesome topics so we’re guessing Census Data is not the attraction – if it was us sitting in your seats we’d probably pull out our phones about now to check Instagram or something … so we’re going to lay out our main points in 3 quick “instagram” stories followed by a competition




Thanks for Listening!

Suraiya Motsinger
Senior Transportation Project Manager
suraiya.motsinger@aecom.com

Kory Wilmot, AICP
Senior Urban Planner
kory.wilmot@aecom.com
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